LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
the child was not at all supernormal. But the relatives
regarded them with fear, and the child was actually taken .^
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to a priest, who uttered charms and recited an m£2£^ita
supposed to drive away the spirit afflicting him. The feet
of Shyam Sundar were washed with a little water, which
the boy was made to drink. The anniversary of the
father's demise was henceforth duly observed. These
transports only shovyed that the child was a divine child,
that he came "trailing clouds of glory from God Who is
"our Home/' that as a born Bhakta, he loved the things
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of beauty in the universe silhouetfaidbn a background of
the Eternal Verity.
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Vijaykrishna was put to the village pathsala at the
proper age. There he had to face a strict disciplinarian,
Bhagaban Sarcar. "Spare the rod, spoil the child", this
was his motto. He was a man more terrible and sterner
to view than ever was Goldsmith's schoolmaster in the
village of Auburn. He was very often in a fit of aiigc^r
and belaboured his pupils most mercilessly, in spite of their
tender appeals and prayers. So he typified in his person
the village schoolmaster of old in this country. To his
pupils he was nothing short of a deadly spectre. "1 knew
him well and every truant knew." Not that Vijaykrishna
used to play truant from school, but that, filled with the
inner urge of life, he was very sprightly and did not love
restraints like the little Mozart. But as he was extremely
clever, he, from time to time, invited his master to his
house for dinner and presented fine clothes and doles of
rice to keep him in good humour. In his studies, he soon
gave^propfs of his uncommon intellect, and Bhagaban
Sarcar soon found deserts in him.
Vijaykrishna loved his class-mates veiy dearly,
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